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Stirawberyy .Hi11l
West side of Thornton Mill
Rd. near Western Rd.
Not accessible
1811 (dwelling)
1808 (barn)

This substantial farm dwelling was ereeted a few years after
the barn, indicative of its practical builder's priorities. The
builder, Amos Ogden, was a member of the Maryland House of Delegates
in 1805. He purchased one hundred fifty acres of a tract called
Taylor's Discovery in 1794, a tract which had been patented in 1726
by Richard Taylor. Like all structures with reliable datestones,
ths one, which retains many of its original details, is a standard to
use in establishing the dates of ujdated structures in the region.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Hilltops is a two and one-half storey rubble stone house, three
bays in length, its principal facade to the south although its approach
1s from the north; it has an east Wing of rubble stone, two bays in
length, two storeys high. Both sections have gable roofs; flush end
chimneys of brick rise from each end of the main house, while the flush
end chimney of the east wing is cof stone. A Wwing of mid-twentieth century
construction extends north from the easterly bay of the wing:; it is of
frame, two bays in lensth, two storeys high with a brick and stone exterior
chimney at the north gable end. The form of the new wing recalls that
of the old.

High in the northwest corner, one of the roughly worked stone qu’
is inscribed:

A, OGDEN
1811

The general form and the many remaining original details of this house
are consistent with this date. Traditionally, the east wing is considered
earlier than the main house; there are no quoins and no visible joints

in the masonry between the two sections, with the possible exception of
the exposed portion of the foundation above grade on the south facade,
Where a vertical joint is suggested, Inconclusively. Internally, the

east Wing has its own west wall at the cellar level only, suggzesting the
possiblility that the foundation predates all construction above, having

once supported a log structure, perhaps. Very little interior detailing

(see continuation sheet #1)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Hilltops bears an 1811 datestone and, as 1t retains many of its

original details, can be used as a standard to establish the dates of
other structures in the area.

Amos Ogden, the builder, was a member of the Maryland House of
Delegates in 1805. In 1794, he purchased one hundred fifty acres of a
tract called Taylor's Discovery which had been patented in 1726 by
Richard Taylor for five hundred five acres, The barn which i8 now ruinous

, dated 1808, a fact indicative of Ogden's priorities., Undoubtedly he
lived at first in one of the two o0ld houses listed here on the 1798
Federal Tax Assessment,

By 1823, the present house and property belonged to two brothers,
Thomas and Beal Price and was named “"Straberry Hill". An early deed gave
the heirs of Amos Ogden ""free access to the family vault", Where this
.was located has not been established.

The Prices were prominent in the neighborhood and members of the
Gunpowder Friends' Meeting. They held the property until 1870 when it
was sold to Mordecal Ensor and thereafter to a succession of owners, The

present owners, Mr, and Mrs. Allen C. Hopkins, have lived here since 1967.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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(see continuation sheet #4)
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question #7 continued

remains in the firgt storey of the wing, and original detalling ir the

second storeyv 1is traditional and cannot be conclusively dated.

The approximate measurements of the east wing are 14 by 18 feet,

the latter dimension being the north-soutk one. No structure c¢f this =ize
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Fuestior #7 continued

Interrally, & central hall extends through the middle bay, with en
open staircase rising, with intermediate landings, tc the third floor. A
single room flanks the hall in each storey. EKemainring orieinal detsiling
includes the staircase with i1ts chamfered newels and moulded handrail,
chair railing throughout, many fully-raised six-panel docrs znd door archi-
traves with ogee backband, Window trim, zenerally, appears to date from 3
period later in the nineteenth century. perhaps when the narrow window frames
were installed. Window reveals of the west room in the first storey extend
to the flocr. Mantels are approximately contemporary with the house, hut
are said to have been installed in the twentieth century. A winding bsck
atair once rose, enclosed, south of the east wing chimney; it ras beer removed,
as have other interior details in the first storey of that wing,

The second floor plan is similar to the first; several closets have
teenn added in the twentieth century, using doors contemporary with the house,
and copies of the same. Ceilings in the two principal rooms of the second
fioor have larze, simple plaster medallions on treir ceillinegs. The west room
has an architrave surround at what appears to be a fireplace, although there
18 nelther flrgbox nor hearth, a condition which appears criginal., On
plaster withir the architrave surround is an early primitive pain®ing of the
house, the barn and springhcuse.

The eeiling in the second storey of the wing is at the collar beams,
which are exrtosged,

The third storey of the main house 18 finished in twentieth century

aterials and rafters are inaccessible to view,

{see continuation sheet #3)
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auestion #7 continued

In the basement beneath the wing, once accessible at grade to the
north {now beneath the north wing), is a large fireplace, fitted with a cranre
for cooking. A recess in the stonework at the back of the firetox suggests
the opening to a former oven, The ceiling in the basement under the main
nouse 1s plastered on hand-split lathe, fastened with wrought-iron nails.
Walls are plastered on the stone, The space beneath the first storey's
westerly fireplace and the two recesses flanking the chimney breast are
finished as closets, with built-in shelves; architraves at their doors are
joined with mortise and tenon, and applied ogee backbands are like those in
the upper storeys,

BEeneath the north entrance portico, accessible from the basement,
is a vaulted stone structure, containing two rooms:; the outer (northerly)
room may once have been accesSible from the outside through san entrance in
the steep hillside, now somewhaet minimized by the north additiocn to the
house, The original function of these rooms was undoubtedly for ccld =torsge
of 1ce and root vegetables.,

Southwest of the house are the stone walls of a former bank tarn,
which appears in the painting mentioned above. DBeside 2 former entrance to
the barn's lower storey is a stone inscribed:

A. OGDE
1807
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suestion #9 continued
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